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conference centres & events

the green  
meeting place
Situated on the beautiful Estoril Coast, the Estoril Congress Centre 
has embraced environmental concerns and is taking the meetings 
and events industry to a whole new level of green innovation 
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 o
pen since 2001, and already winner of the “Excellency 
in innovation and Architecture Quality Prize” and 
“Best Tourism Development”, the Estoril Congress 
Centre (ECC) is one of Europe’s most modern and 
attractive congress centres. 

The ECC was designed as a specialised and flexible meeting facil-
ity area, one that would create an additional focus for economic and 
tourist growth in the Estoril region. 

The building is hidden from view by a palm tree-lined avenue, 
which provides a pleasant and green approach; once up close, the visi-
tor is struck by the modern exterior design. From the inside, the large 
glass front enables you to look out onto the surrounding gardens, and 
makes interior spaces seem larger, particularly the entrance atrium, 
the Exhibition Hall, and the area around the auditorium.

The Exhibition Hall (pictured above) is directly linked to the 
lobby, but can be separated using low panels or a complete vertical 
wall, offering total flexibility for conferences of up to 1000 attendees, 
while the auditorium is perfect for conferences or presentations 
with up to 573 delegates.

Portugal’s exclusive green venue 
Augmented with heightened energy efficiency and waste control, 
the building is  committed to its sustainable business and services 
policy. 

Certified as a Green Venue by EarthCheck and member of 
international associations (GMIC, BCSD) that promote sustain-
able development, the ECC offers the chance to “green” your event, 
and therefore improve your company’s social and environmental 
responsibility. 

The ECC also has the support of the Estoril region’s business 
partners, and has unified the whole region to work together towards 
better sustainable practices, more sustainable products and services, 
thus reaffirming the area’s status as a sustainable destination for 
business tourism.

The Green Event concept
By taking advantage of its existing green facilities and programmes, 
the ECC is an ideal venue for hosting your event.  With this in mind, 
ECC has developed a guide that uses simple language and a handy 
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format to help make your next event a 
successful green event: The Easy Guide 
to a Green Event is available for free 
download at www.estorilcc.com.

On the other hand, when you put on 
an event at the ECC, you are automati-
cally assigned a fund equivalent to 1 
per cent of the value of the contracted 
space in the ECC –  this is the Green 
Fund Programme. This fund can 
be managed freely and used for the 
purchase of Green services, either directly 
at the event in question or by accumulating funds to be used in future 
events. 

The ECC was also the first and only congress centre in Por-
tugal to launch an application for smartphones which can be 
downloaded free. This development is in line with ECC’s com-
mitment to develop a more sustainable business model allowing 
more personalised one-2-one communication in tune with the 
nationality of the individual user.

Some of its best practices and building features already in 
place include:
l A long-standing and extensive certified recycling  
programme – 100R ®.
l Special conditions for zero-carbon events in collaboration with 
clients and their suppliers.
l The offer of coffee breaks and green menus (freshly-prepared meals 
using locally grown and seasonal products). 
l Full support of an events manager with specific training in green 
meeting plans and procedures

l The offer of local social responsibility 
actions, wellness activities and health-
safety programmes.

The ECC has been recognised for its ef-
fort to incorporate an innovative sustain-
ability policy and has been presented with 
the following sustainability awards:
l 2007  Foremost European Venue – 
EIBTM.
l 2008  Europe’s best case-study in 
Sustainable Strategy for Business 

Tourism–IMEX. Leadership in Sustainable Business Tourism–
AMFORHT
l 2009 Environmental Sustainability (Honourable Mention)
–Tourism of Portugal. Green Exhibition Award–IMEX. 
Best Venue–Event Gala
l 2010 Event Sustainability (Honorable Mention)–Event Gala.

Great hotels 
Estoril has a total of 10 five-star hotels and 15 four-star hotels 
within a 6km radius of  the ECC. The Estoril Golf Coast, with 
its big sandy beaches, has seven superb golf courses to choose 
from. This unique part of Europe, just half an hour from Lisbon 
International Airport, offers good weather all year round among 
its many attractions.

Further information  
For further information please visit: www.estorilgolfcoast.com 
or www.estorilmeetings.com
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t h e  e s t o r i l  c o a s t

Bound by the Atlantic to the south 
and west, the estoril coast is only 
30km from Lisbon. Known as a 
beautiful fishing town surrounded by 
nature such as the sintra-cascais 
natural Park and historic settings, 
the estoril coast offers a variety of 
products and services that explore the 
local attractions through sustainable 
practices. free bicycle rentals are 
available all year long, a coastal 
promenade was renovated and 
extended 6km, recycling bins and 
centres are located on every corner. 
the beaches and parks are kept 
clean all year-round, and cultural, 
sports incentive and social events 
are all open to public participation. 
national park trails have been 
created for visitors and locals to 

learn about the wildlife. Also electric 
powered segways are available for 
rental in the town centre and are a 
great way to get about town. 

Further information  
to find out more please visit  
www.estoril-portugal.com
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